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Incorporating Curriculum Guidelines into College Entrance
Examinations:
The Case of TELC

Chun-Chi Yu

College Entrance Examination Center

Abstract

In August of 2019, Taiwan launched the newly revised “The Twelve-Year Basic Education
Curriculum Guidelines” for elementary and secondary schools. The new curriculum guidelines
focus on core competencies, which include knowledge, skills, and attitudes, and the learning
content needs to have relevance to real-life contexts. Beginning in 2022, testing at all levels of
schooling will have to be based on the Twelve-Year Basic Education Curriculum Guidelines.
Thus it is important to explore how new elements in the curriculum guidelines can be
incorporated into university entrance examinations. This paper will focus on how the tenets of
the new curriculum are being incorporated into the development of the Test of English Listening
Comprehension (TELC), one component of college entrance examinations in Taiwan. To make
TELC relevant to real-life contexts, several strategies have been implemented: photos instead
of pictures are widely used; more varieties of English are included in the recordings; a greater
variety of texts are included in the test; and note-taking skills are emphasized. Tests designed
following these principles have been developed and shared with senior high school teachers at
workshops. The tests were also pilot-tested with senior high school students. Feedback from
students who took the tests and the teachers who attended the workshops will be reported in

this paper.
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1. When is this announcement being made?
(A) When the plane is taking off.
(B) When meals are being served.

(C) When passengers are boarding.
(D) When the plane is about to land.

2. According to the announcement, which of the following statements is true?
(A) The flight will arrive on schedule.
(B) The flight destination is Hong Kong.
(C) The local weather is windy and cold.
(D) Passengers can use the toilet anytime.
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Student Organization Event Planning Worksheet

Organization Information

Sponsoring Student
Organization

~Tawan Student Association....

Primary Contact Name

) +Ching wiana 'ur_wanq'@qmail.com
& Email o J e
Event Details
Event Name v Reception Pacty
Event Day and Date . Friday o 09044/2048
Start Time & End Time ___6:30 _p.m, 330 _pum.
Event Location D Plato Hall M Aristotle Hall
* Please check one and write
down the room number: Room# Room# ___
D Socrates Hall |:| Democritus Hall
Ce— e —y
I RESE 28-1 | Room# Room#

Services Needed

Check All That Apply
* JIf checked, complete the next D Facilities |:| AV Needs
section. e ——
I_E'Lﬁ?jﬁ— 28-2 ! |[ ] catering Needs [ ] student Event Staff
Items Needed
Cocktail table 3
Long table )
Type & Number .
= Chair S0
BRI
~s—m==" | Microphonre

Applicant’s Signature ~ C-chlenogy trang Date: __o%/40/204%
¥, ¥

W
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vidi
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: For the sample question, you’ll listen to a short conversation. Please look at the
four pictures.

: Excuse me.

: Yes, how may | help you?

- I was in this building 30 minutes ago and | lost my jacket.

: OK, what does it look like?

: Well, it’s a striped jacket with buttons on the front.

: I’'m afraid no one has found it yet. Can you please fill out this form? If we find
it, we’ll call you.

: OK, thank you very much!

: Sample Question.

: What does the woman’s jacket look like?

2. FSGEEME - P Q2 $rEhE

M:
M:

Questions 1 and 2 are based on the following announcement.

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. This is Captain Jason Chang again. We
will begin our descent into Hong Kong International Airport in about 15 minutes.
Depending on the instructions from the air traffic controllers, we expect to be
landing at about 3 o’clock. The current weather in the Hong Kong area is cloudy,
with a temperature of 30 degrees Celsius, which is equal to 86 degrees Fahrenheit.
We apologize for being about 30 minutes behind schedule. This is due to the very
strong head wind that we encountered during the flight. During our descent, for
your safety, please do not move around the cabin, including using the toilet
facilities. Remain seated with your seat belt fastened. On behalf of all of us at
Star Air, thank you for flying with us.

3.

Rimaor - B0 Q3 $REHE

M: For Question 28, you’ll listen to a conversation.
W: Hi, my name is [-Ching Wang. I’'m the Director of the Taiwan Student

Association. We’re planning to organize a reception party next month. But I just
got email yesterday, saying that there were some problems with our application.

M: Okay, hold on a moment. Let me get your event planning worksheet and see

what’s going on.

W: Thanks.
M: Ah...I see. Your worksheet is incomplete, so we’re unable to process your

application. You still need to check the event location. Where are you going to
hold your event?

SRR AR AT TR R,
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W:

Well, it’s going to be in Aristotle Hall, Conference Room 305.

M: All right, just check “Aristotle” and write down Room 305. Now let’s move on to

££Xg K%

the next section. What services do you need?

: We need some tables and chairs for sure.
: Then check “Facilities” and list the specific items you need and the number of

each in the next section.

: OK, let’s see... We’ll need three cocktail tables, two long tables, and fifty chairs.
: Do you need any AV equipment?
: Yes, we need three microphones.
: No problem. Check AV Needs here, and write down the number of microphones

in the next blank. Now, the last question. Will you need our catering service or
student event staftf?

: No, it’ll be a potluck party, and all our members will come to help.
: Great, it’s all done. We’ll process your application and drop you a note by next

week.

W: Awesome! Thanks for your help!
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