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The Chinese Writing Ability Test:
Retrospect and Prospect

Pei-Fen Tseng

College Entrance Examination Center

Abstract

According to the "2018 Multi-Channel University Admission Program,"”
approved by the Ministry of Education, the College Entrance Examination Center
(CEEC), after years of planning and research, will administer in the year 2018 the
new General Scholastic Ability Test (GSAT), comprising two subtests: the GSAT
Chinese Test (multiple-choice questions) and the Chinese Writing Ability Test. The
Chinese Writing Ability Test originated as the writing component of the GSAT and
beginning 1994, the CEEC started to introduce new writing tasks in the GSAT. In
fact, since 1995, the CEEC has devoted tremendous time and effort to developing
innovative tasks in order to effectively assess senior high school graduates’ Chinese
writing ability. In the past two decades, there have been three major changes in the
writing task types, and the test format has gradually become standardized after
2009. In the same year, the CEEC began to post the GSAT Chinese writing samples
of top-notch graduates on its official website for high school students to imitate and
emulate. This practice, however, seemed to have resulted in numerous negative
backwash effects, for instance, plagiarism, copying and low-quality writing full of
formulaic sequences. To tackle this problem, beginning 2018, the Chinese Writing
Ability Test—after years of research, development and promotion—will become an
independent, separately administered test.

Furthermore, in order to upgrade teaching quality and test administration, to
enhance students’ language skills, and to respond to the society's high expectations
of promoting students’ Chinese writing ability, the CEEC has resumed its research
on the Chinese Writing Ability Test since 2015 not only referring to the
experiences and practices of other countries' college entrance examinations, but
also catering to the needs from the university side and a more comprehensive

TREEN 5123 2017
Bulletin of Testing and Assessment



B~ BiTa 4 Rl g apt 3

assessment of the students’ writing ability. This paper reviews the development of
the writing tasks in the GSAT Chinese Test and attempts to describe the prospect of
The Chinese Writing Ability Test. It also presents the information of other
countries’ writing exams and summarizes the project outcome from the past two
years’ study as a reference and basis for writing test development and for
promoting the teaching and learning of Chinese writing in Taiwan as well.

Keywords: GSAT Chinese, Chinese Writing Ability Test, writing education,

writing test development, test review

Pei-Fen Tseng, Subject Researcher- Chinese, College Entrance Examination Center
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