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ABSTRACT

This research project on compiling an English reference word list for the two
levels of English tests in the college entrance examination of Taiwan, namely the
Scholastic Aptitude English Test (SAET) and the Department Required English Test
(DRET), was sponsored by College Entrance Examination Center, Taiwan, and was
carried out between September 1, 2000 and June 30, 2002. This English reference
word list contains 6,480 words in American English, which were selected by referring
to three kinds of materials. (1) nine sets of junior and senior high school English
textbooks published in Taiwan; (2) five sets of American elementary school English
readers; (3) twenty-one English word lists compiled in the U.S.A., the U.K., Canada,
Japan, Mainland China and Taiwan. The words of levels 1-4 are supposed to be
appropriate for SAET, and the words of levels 1-6, for DRET. These 6,480 words
were selected on the basis of their word frequencies and the English or Chinese
cultural background. Thisword list includes only a small number of compound words;
most compound words readily understood in terms of their components are not
included. There are two appendices to this word list: Appendix | classifies the 6,480
words into six levels, each level with 1,080 words; Appendix Il classifies the words
into eight parts of speech. This English reference word list is merely for reference
and does not set limits to the English vocabulary to appear in the English tests of the
college entrance examination.



