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                        Abstract 

 This paper reports the major findings of a research project commissioned by 
the Ministry of Education to investigate the feasibility of implementing a high 
school graduation assessment system in Taiwan. The research was conducted first to 
examine the appropriateness of current regulations concerning high school 
graduation requirements and then to analyze the systems governing high school 
graduation examinations in some major countries. Also investigated in the research 
project were critical issues regarding the introduction of a high school graduation 
assessment system—in particular, whether this new system should co-exist with the 
current college entrance examination system or the two systems should somehow be 
integrated into one, and equally important, in either option, what are the pros and 
cons?

 The methodology adopted in the research included the following: document 
analyses, cross-country comparisons, expert consultations, questionnaire surveys, 
seminars, and special interest group discussions. The major findings of the research 
are presented in detail in the present paper, which concludes with the following 
suggestions. First, high school multiple self-evaluations can be regarded as the main 
basis of graduation assessment. Second, existing laws and regulations should be 
amended to encourage the use of new assessment tools and methods in the future. 
Third, high schools can adopt multiple assessment measures, such as the use of 
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portfolios in school, in conjunction with reliable, standardized assessment tools, 
such as CEEC’s General Scholastic Ability Test, to provide a more comprehensive 
assessment of their graduates’ overall abilities. It must also be borne in mind that in 
the implementation of multiple assessments, including formative and summative 
assessments, remedial instruction must also be taken into account. 

keywords: high school exit exam/evaluation, the General Scholastic Ability Test, 
ability test 
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